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to 1.6 today (Population Reference Bureau, 

2014c). In contrast, the average number of 

births per woman in India, a country with sim-

ilar population pressures, is 2.4. The Chinese 

government estimates that without the policy, 

the country’s population of 1.35 billion would 

be 30% larger (Rabinovitch, 2013).

But the success of this policy has created 

some serious social problems. So few babies are 

being born now—and so many more elderly peo-

ple are living longer—that the overall age of the 

population is growing steadily. Chinese officials 

fear that the country will likely encounter what is 

sometimes called the “four-two-one problem”—a 
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Exhibit 13.2 World Population Growth by Region 


